
 

June 23, 2022 
 

The Honorable Xavier Becerra 

Secretary 

U.S. Department of Health & Human Services 

200 Independence Avenue, S.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20201 

 

Dear Secretary Becerra: 

 

As members of the Chamber of Commerce for Greater Philadelphia, its regional CEO 

Council for Growth (CEO Council), and southeastern Pennsylvania’s elected leaders, we 

commend you and the Administration for recognizing America’s preeminence in 

biomedical research and technology. With the establishment of the Advanced 

Research Projects Agency for Health (ARPA-H), our nation has the enhanced ability to 

accelerate the development of therapies and treatments that can drive massive 

breakthroughs in health care. 

 

Our region’s business, civic, and elected leaders are united in their commitment to 

solidify our eleven-county, tri-state area as a global first tier 21st century innovation 

economy.  Greater Philadelphia’s collective leadership seeks to leverage the region’s 

specialized strengths in several of the fastest growing subsectors of the health care 

and life sciences industry, particularly the cell & gene therapy and gene editing 

subsectors.  We feel that Greater Philadelphia’s position as a global hub of research, 

talent, capital, and companies, combined with its second-to-none accessibility, give this 

region the power to forever transform how health care is delivered to patients and 

essentially cure the incurable.  

 

Ranked among the top eight life sciences markets in the U.S., Greater Philadelphia has 

a deep scientific and medical history. We are home to world-class research institutions, 

inventors of breakthrough medical treatments and technology, and 15 major health 

systems. Biopharmaceutical leaders, including AstraZeneca, Bristol Myers Squibb, 

GSK, Johnson & Johnson, Pfizer and Merck, are among the more than 1,800 life 

sciences companies in Greater Philadelphia that employ more than 70,000 people. It’s 

no surprise that our tri-state area is a national leader in clinical trials, that we are 

pioneering cell and gene therapies, and that medical marvels are routinely taking place 

here.   

 

The Greater Philadelphia region is recognized worldwide as a leader in cell therapy, 

gene therapy, and gene editing. In 2020, an analysis by Econsult Solutions placed 

Greater Philadelphia in the top three in the country.  This is also where the field started 

two decades ago and where it continues to rapidly grow. Our region’s commitment to 

research and development excellence and a deep and diverse talent pool led to the 

first FDA-approved cell therapy and the first FDA-approved gene therapy. 
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Today, the Greater Philadelphia region is home to nearly 50 of these pioneering cell and gene 

therapy research and development companies, countless research labs, and a growing community of 

contract research organizations as well as other supporting firms. Institutions including the University 

of Pennsylvania Perelman School of Medicine, Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, Coriell Institute, 

ChristianaCare’s Gene Editing Institute, Drexel University, Jefferson Health, Temple University, and 

the Wistar Institute contribute to the steady stream of scientific discoveries and technical expertise 

that underpin these emerging and scaling companies and significant research breakthroughs like 

the mRNA technology which serves as the foundation for both the Pfizer/BioNTech and Moderna 

COVID-19 vaccines. The subsector also benefits from a robust talent pipeline, with nearly 10,000 

workers holding specific expertise in cell and gene therapy. 

 

Our area serves as a global gateway accessible by air, sea, road, and both freight and inter-city 

passenger rail.  Located directly adjacent to I-95 and only minutes from our major innovation hubs, 

Philadelphia International Airport (PHL) is easily accessible to our community, connects to more than 

140 destinations worldwide and is already attracting life sciences companies that need proximity to 

an airport to move people and cargo – as critical as living cells - to the lab, patient, or destination in 

a prompt and timely manner. PHL has recognized the impact of the life sciences industry in our 

region and is currently expanding its capacity with the development of 137 acres dedicated to cargo 

infrastructure, logistics, and cold storage capacity.  This move builds upon American Airlines already 

25,000 square-foot facility, its largest cold storage facility, dedicated specifically to pharmaceutical 

use. 

 

For all of these reasons and many more, we believe Greater Philadelphia is well-positioned to serve 

as the ideal physical location for ARPA-H.  We are confident ARPA-H would thrive in our ecosystem’s 

abundance of world-class biomedical research institutions, accessible top-notch and diverse talent, 

and available infrastructure and real estate. We are committed to helping you achieve the ARPA-H 

vision in Greater Philadelphia, a region that is connected, collaborative, and accessible to the world. 

 

We would welcome the opportunity to host you in Greater Philadelphia to provide a demonstration of 

our vibrant ecosystem and all that it has to offer. 

 

Thank you. 

 

 

Sincerely,  

 
 

Aileen Alexander 

Vice Chair 

Diversified Search Group 

Dario C. Altieri, M.D. 

President & CEO 

The Wistar Institute Cancer Center 

Robert & Penny Fox Distinguished Professor 

 

Dr. Valerie Arkoosh 

Chair 

Montgomery County Board of Commissioners 

 

Bruce D. Armon, Esquire 

Office Managing Partner 

Saul Ewing Arnstein & Lehr LLP 

 

Madeline Bell 

President & CEO 

Children's Hospital of Philadelphia 

 

 

Gregory S. Bentley 

CEO 

Bentley Systems, Incorporated 
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Oray B. Boston, Jr. 

Worldwide President, TECA (Trauma, Extremities, 

Craniomaxillofacial and Animal Health) 

DePuy Synthes, the Orthopaedics Company of 

Johnson & Johnson 

 

Sarah E. Bouchard 

Office Managing Partner of Philadelphia 

Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP 

 

Geoff Brandon 

Market President 

TD Bank 

 

David Burkavage 

Managing Partner, Philadelphia Office 

Ernst & Young LLP 

 

Deanna Byrne 

Office Managing Partner 

PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP 

 

Craig R. Carnaroli 

Senior Executive Vice President  

University of Pennsylvania 

 

Robert E. Chadwick  

President 

New Castle County Chamber of Commerce 

 

Aaron Cohen 

President  

Arena Strategies 

 

Steven H. Collis 

Chairman, President & CEO 

AmerisourceBergen 

 

Benjamin Connors, Esq. CAE 

President & CEO 

General Building Contractors Association 

 

Rob Curley  

Regional President, Metro PA/NJ Market  

TD Bank 

 

Elizabeth Dale Ed.D., MPA 

Executive Vice President of Institutional Giving 

Thomas Jefferson University and Jefferson Health 

 

Gregory Deavens 

President and CEO 

Independence Health Group 

Sean Denham 

Office Managing Partner - Philadelphia 

National Audit Growth Leader 

National SPAC Leader 

Grant Thornton 

 

James F. Dever, Jr. 

President, Greater Philadelphia and Market Executive, 

Global Commercial Banking 

Bank of America 

 

Gene DiGirolamo 

Commissioner 

Bucks County Board of Commissioners 

 

Joseph A. Dougherty, Esquire 

CEO, Managing Director & Chairman 

Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney PC 

 

Diane Ellis-Marseglia, LCSW 

Vice Chair 

Bucks County Board of Commissioners 

 

Gerard A. Fasano 

President, Defense Group 

Leidos 

 

Daniel K. Fitzpatrick, CFA 

President, Citizens Mid-Atlantic Region 

Citizens Bank 

 

Christopher H. Franklin 

Chairman & CEO 

Essential Utilities 

John A. Fry 

President 

Drexel University 

 

Christopher Gheysens 

President & CEO 

Wawa 

 

 

John Grady 

Senior Vice President, Northeast Region 

Wexford Science + Technology 

 

Claire Greenwood 

Executive Director  

CEO Council for Growth  

Janet Haas, M.D. 

Chair 

William Penn Foundation 



 3 
 

 

Susan Hakkarainen, Ph.D. 

Chair of the Board and CEO 

Lutron Electronics Co., Inc. 

 

Robert Harvie Jr. 

Chair 

Bucks County Board of Commissioners 

Thomas J. Holt, Jr. 

Chairman 

Holt Logistics 

 

Peter Hotz 

President & CEO 

vybe urgent care 

Ali A. Houshmand, Ph.D. 

President 

Rowan University 

 

Mike Innocenzo 

President & CEO 

PECO 

 

Sue Jacobson 

President 

Jacobson Strategic Communications 

 

Andrew C. Kassner, Esquire 

Co-Chair 

Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP 

 

James Kenney 

Mayor 

City of Philadelphia  

 

Michelle Kichline 

Commissioner  

Chester County Board of Commissioners 

 

John J. “Jack” Lynch III 

President & CEO 

Main Line Health 

 

Kenneth Lawrence Jr. 

Vice Chair 

Montgomery County Board of Commissioners  

Kevin Madden 

Councilmember 

Delaware County Council 

 

Paul Marden 

CEO 

UnitedHealthcare of PA, NJ & DE 

 

William J. Marrazzo 

President & CEO 

WHYY, Inc. 

 

William F. Marvin 

President & CEO 

InstaMed, a J.P. Morgan Company 

 

John Mast 

Business Development 

H&K Group 

 

Fred Massanova 

Pennsylvania Managing Partner 

Baker Tilly US, LLP 

 

Frank J. Mattei  

Philadelphia Office Managing Partner 

KPMG LLP 

 

Josh Maxwell 

Vice Chair 

Chester County Board of Commissioners  

 

Robert J. McNeill 

Managing Partner – Greater Philadelphia Region 

Deloitte 

Denise Monahan 

Group Vice President 

M&T Bank 

 

Marian Moskowitz 

Chair 

Chester County Board of Commissioners 

Joeseph G. Meterchick 

Regional President – Philadelphia, Delaware and 

Southern NJ 

PNC Bank 
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Curtis J. Myers 

Chairman, President & CEO 

Fulton Bank 

 

Janice E. Nevin, M.D., MPH 

President & CEO 

ChristianaCare 

 

Scott Nissenbaum 

President & CEO 

Ben Franklin Technology Partners 

 

David C. Pacitti  

President & Head, Americas 

Siemens Healthineers 

Bret Perkins  

Senior Vice President, External & Government Affairs 

Comcast Corporation 

 

Roger Perreault  

President & CEO 

UGI Corporation 

 

 

Christine Reuther 

Councilmember 

Delaware County Council 

William R. Sasso, Esquire 

Chairman Emeritus 

Stradley Ronon 

 

Elaine Paul Schaefer 

Vice Chair 

Delaware County Council 

 

Seth Shapiro 

President & CEO 

Philadelphia Gas Works 

 

James T. Smith 

Partner and Co-Chair, Philadelphia Office 

Blank Rome 

 

Andy Sofish 

CEO 

CapTech Consulting 

 

Gerard H. Sweeney 

President, CEO & Trustee 

Brandywine Realty Trust 

 

Matthew A. Taylor, Esquire 

Chairman & CEO 

Duane Morris LLP 

 

Dr. Monica Taylor 

Chair 

Delaware County Council 

Antonio D. Tillis, Ph.D. 

Chancellor 

Rutgers University – Camden 

 

Nicole J. Tranchitella 

Senior Managing Director 

Accenture 

 

Paul A. Tufano, Esquire 

Chairman & CEO 

AmeriHealth Caritas Family of Companies 

 

Barbara Wadsworth 

COO & Chief Nursing Officer 

Main Line Health 

 

David P. Webb 

Senior Partner & Managing Director 

Boston Consulting Group 

 

Tiffany Wilson 

President & CEO 

University City Science Center 

 

Jason Wingard  

President 

Temple University 

 

Barton J. Winokur, Esquire 

Partner                                                            

Dechert LLP 

Rob Wonderling 

President & CEO 

The Chamber of Commerce for Greater Philadelphia 

  

Richard Womack 

Councilmember 

Delaware County Council 

 

 

CC : Admiral Rachel L. Levine, MD, Asst. Secretary for Health, U.S. Department of Health & Human Services Ala 

Stanford, MD, Regional Director, Region 3, U.S. Department of Health & Human Services 


