V¢ THE CHAMBER

r of Commerce for Greater Philadelphia

April 20, 2022

The Honorable Patrick J. Toomey
The United States Senate

455 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C 20510

Dear Senator Toomey:

On behalf of the Chamber of Commerce for Greater Philadelphia (The Chamber) and its CEO
Council for Growth (CEO Council), | write in strong support for the ongoing legislative effort to
promote policies and investments that strengthen our nation’s standing as the global leader in
innovation and technology. | commend you for your demonstrated leadership that has earned
you a position on the formal bipartisan and bicameral conference committee tasked with
reconciling differences between the America Creating Opportunities for Manufacturing, Pre-
Eminence in Technology and Economic Strength (America COMPETES) Act and the United States
Innovation and Competition Act (USICA). As you begin your negotiations as a conferee, we urge
you to consider reforms that will leverage Greater Philadelphia’s strengths as a hub for
innovation.

The Chamber’s CEO Council leads our region forward by envisioning a stronger, more competitive
community, and advocating for policies that strengthen our economy. This team of devoted
business, higher education, and civic leaders reaches across our 11-county Greater Philadelphia
community. We are engaged advocates who are committed to innovation in business, in
particular, as a key opportunity that can boost our competitive advantage and drive economic
recovery and growth.

The CEO Council’s innovation agenda seeks to leverage Greater Philadelphia’s strengths to build
a vibrant economy that supports research and development, commercialization, and
entrepreneurship. Support of local and diverse innovation stemming from our top tier research
institutions can accelerate our economic recovery, promote racial equity and inclusive growth,
and foster technical breakthroughs.

As such, the CEO Council supports the bicameral effort to advance legislation that will assert the
position of the United States in research and technology, commercialization, and manufacturing.
We support provisions in the bill described below that would invest in scientific research as well
as innovation hubs across the nation, but we remain opposed to partisan reforms that strip
workers’ right to a federally supervised, private ballot process in union elections and that
altogether threaten passage of this significant bipartisan opportunity.

Enhanced Scientific Research Funding: The COMPETES Act and USICA recognizes the
importance of federal funding for scientific research, which not only fosters breakthroughs in
technology but also provides tremendous economic benefits. The Greater Philadelphia region
is well positioned to compete for enhanced scientific funding due to its top tier research
institutions and vibrant innovation ecosystem. Specifically in the area of biotechnology, one
of ten key technology focus areas listed in USICA, the Greater Philadelphia region is
increasingly recognized around the globe as the birthplace of cell & gene therapy, and home
to the first FDA-approved cell therapy as well as the first FDA-approved gene therapy.
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Technology Hub Program: Both pieces of legislation would invest in technology and innovation
hubs across the nation that can leverage existing technical advantages, local research, and
industry. This program attempts to respond to findings from a 2019 Brookings report that
illustrated that the five top innovation metro areas accounted for more than 90% of the
nation’s innovation-sector growth during the years 2005 to 2017. The report called on the
federal government establish a competitive, fair, and rigorous process for selecting the most
promising potential growth centers to receive the federal investment. Therefore, the Chamber
and CEO Council support the Scanlon Amendment to the COMPETES Act that ensures that the
Greater Philadelphia region can compete for investments in the program by focusing on
localities that are not among the “the top five” leading technology centers. The current
language in USICA leaves our region’s eligibility uncertain due ambiguous wording and leaves
the language open to interpretation that may run contrary to the intent of Congress.

Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) and Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR)
programs: The Chamber and CEO Council urge long-term or permanent reauthorization of
SBIR/STTR before current authorization expires September 30, 2022. Congress should
consider inclusion of a SBIR/STTR extension in the conference committee’s final bill. SBIR and
STTR are critical programs that scale and commercialize small businesses that develop from
the research investments in our region.

Protecting the Right to Organize (PRQO) Act: The Chamber opposes provisions in the America
COMPETES Act that would require employers - and their subcontractors - receiving funds
authorized by the bill to bargain with a union based on an open ballot process. For more than
a decade, the Chamber has actively opposed the provision known as “card check,” which strips
workers’ right to a federally supervised, private ballot process in union elections. The provision
opens up the ballot process to the possibility of corruption and coercion as employees decide
to join a union.

Thank you for your consideration of these important reforms and investments that you have
been equipped to discuss with your peers in Congress.

Regards,
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“Claire M. Greenwood
Executive Director, CEO Council for Growth
Senior Vice President of Economic Competitiveness, The Chamber of Commerce for Greater
Philadelphia



