
 

 

 

Date: May 27, 2020  

To: The Committee on Housing, Neighborhood Development, and the Homeless 

CC: Members of City Council  

From: Building Industry Association, Building Owners and Managers Association, The Chamber 

Commerce for Greater Philadelphia, Development Workshop, The Greater Philadelphia Association of 

REALTORS ®, Homeowners Association of Philadelphia, and the Pennsylvania Apartment Association 

Re: Real Estate Coalition Response to the Housing Legislation Roundtable 

Members of City Council,  

Yesterday, Councilmembers Brooks, Gauthier, and Gym convened a Housing Legislation 

Roundtable on Wednesday, May 26th at 1:00 PM.  We appreciate the efforts to organize the call and we 

had looked forward to the opportunity to share our thoughts on the legislation and have a robust policy 

discussion about the wide-ranging impacts the proposed legislation would have on property owners and 

renters in Philadelphia. Unfortunately, a computer error did not allow an in-depth discussion to take 

place. In fact, the Roundtable left us with more questions than answers.  

There was very little opportunity for a back and forth discussion between all stakeholders.  After 

a lengthy introduction and presentation, the remaining 40 minutes were devoted to bill discussion.  

However, with the inability to break into smaller groups, we were not able to have meaningful dialogue 

about the bills, exchange ideas, provide potential impacts, discuss unintended consequences, and fully 

weigh the considerable impact and potential benefits of the legislation.  Many participants were not 

able to fully engage, some questions and comments went unanswered, and we were simply told that a 

few of our suggestion would be taken into consideration.   

Without proper vetting of the issues and input from all stakeholders, a hearing on Friday by the Housing 

Committee is premature and inconsistent with typical Council protocols.  Although we understand the 

intent of the legislation, the proposed bills would negatively impact thousands of property owners and 

renters. We have to thoroughly analyze and discuss it, and the work required has not taken place yet.  

The Philadelphia Real Estate Coalition stands firmly opposed to the package of rental assistance bills and 

requests the hearing on the bills be postponed.  


