
    

            
 
 
 
Date: May 6, 2020 

 

To: Members of Philadelphia City Council 

 

From: The Chamber of Commerce for Greater Philadelphia 

 Pennsylvania Apartment Association 

 Homeowners Association of Philadelphia (HAPCO) 

 Building Owners & Managers Association (BOMA) 

 

RE: Proposed Eviction and Rent Control Legislation______________________________  

 

Good morning, 

 

We have been apprised of legislation introduced in Council that would impose rent control 

measures on Philadelphia’s building owners and managers.  Although we understand the 

sponsors’ concerns, we believe many measures in the legislation are premature and not 

adequately considerate of COVID-19’s effect on the hard-working people in the residential 

property rental industry. 

 

The COVID-19 crisis has ground many sectors of our economy to a halt with the property rental 

market being particularly hard hit. Initial April reports show upwards of 30% drops in rents due 

to the pandemic, with 50% more instances of unpaid rent in the beginning of April compared to 

March.  The longer the crisis continues, with rent and other expenses accruing, the more difficult 

it will be for property owners to pay months of accumulated liabilities.   

 

The legislation proposed assumes landlords have cash reserves to maintain mortgage payments, 

maintenance overhead, contractors and employees, and are somehow realizing continuous 

income.  Conversely, the fact is the people who run these businesses are hopeful that the Federal 

stimulus bill, especially provisions for expanded unemployment benefits, will help any tenants 

cover rent for the next few months. They are rightfully nervous that any level of overreaction 

could result in severe economic consequences and have good reason to believe the proposed 

measures will. 

 

In defining moments like this, Philadelphia gains no superlatives forcing measures that will 

undoubtedly divide our citizenry into winners and losers.  More than ever this is a time for 

thoughtful, measured consideration of policies that incentivize inclusive growth. We therefore 

implore our elected officials to not act in haste and consider a restart with goals that effectively 

yield economic recovery for all.  


