
Good morning. 
 
My name is Rob Wonderling, and I am the President and CEO of the Chamber of 
Commerce for Greater Philadelphia.  Thank you for hosting today’s hearing on 
inclusive growth, which we believe is the key to addressing the city’s highest-among-
big-cities-poverty rate. 
 
Before I begin my remarks, I want to say something: it is so great to see so many people 
committed to inclusive growth across our city.  There are more than one hundred 
people who have come out today to be part of this hearing, and I am so impressed that 
so many people wanted to be part of today’s discussion. I think it’s a great thing for our 
city. 
 
This spring, the Chamber of Commerce for Greater Philadelphia launched the 
Philadelphia Neighborhood Growth Project with its partners – including some of the 
leaders here with me today from the African-American Chamber of Commerce, Steven 
Scott Bradley, Jennifer Rodríguez, the President and CEO of the Greater Philadelphia 
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce and the Asian American Chamber of Commerce of 
Greater Philadelphia’s president and CEO, Nick Shenoy – and dozens of civic, religious, 
labor and business leaders from across the city.   
 
The Neighborhood Growth Project is a natural progression from our Roadmap for 
Growth project, which laid the foundation for looking at the biggest issues Philadelphia 
faces in a new way and breaking them down on a District-by-District level.   
 
What we found when we looked at the data isn’t surprising -- that while the city of 
Philadelphia was doing well overall, too many communities weren’t.  But by focusing 
on data at a District level, it provided direction for what can be done to endure that 
every Philadelphia neighborhood gets the support it needs to grow and thrive. 
 
We spent the spring engaging with community leaders, voters, and candidates in 
honest dialogue about the challenges facing the City of Philadelphia, asking questions 
about what programs and policies will help the city best address what we believe is the 
biggest challenge facing is future – the poverty that limits what city residents can 
achieve individually and the city can achieve collectively. 
 
That’s really what the Inclusive Growth Agenda is about – the simple idea that if every 
neighborhood was going to share in the prosperity some neighborhoods are seeing and 
that the city itself is seeing, we must focus on creating good jobs that pay family 



sustaining wages. Adding jobs isn’t just the best way to significantly reduce our city’s 
poverty – it’s the only way. 
 
I want to note that we don't really focus on "equitable growth" because "equitable 
growth" implies that every community has the same needs or wants. What we are 
focused on is “inclusive growth”, which means that no neighborhood is left behind. 
 
The plan is built around four pillars, which you will hear more about today: 

- Inclusive Growth and Good Jobs; 
- Education and Workforce Modernization; 
- Safe and Healthy Neighborhoods and  
- Putting People First at City Hall. 

 
The breadth of this plan recognizes that there is no single policy that will foster 
inclusive growth, because neighborhoods’ needs are different.  Some communities need 
additional public safety, some need infrastructure and others will need targeted tax 
credits. Some workers will need additional education and training. Every business will 
need a tax and regulatory system that is applied consistently and fairly. 
 
In recent months, we’ve hosted community meetings and roundtables, met with 
members of Council and the Administration to discuss what can and should be done to 
ensure that no neighborhood gets left behind. We’ve signed up hundreds of coalition 
members and communicated with thousands of Philadelphia residents to discuss the 
issues and ask them to add their voices to our effort. 
 
We have been overwhelmed by the strong support we’ve found across the city, from 
business and community leaders, for a new inclusive growth focused agenda.  We are 
excited about what can be achieved by working together over the next months and 
years. 
 
In closing, I want to be clear: the business community hasn’t always focused on this 
type of inclusive growth, but going forward, addressing the city’s poverty through 
policies and programs that support neighborhood businesses will be among our highest 
priority.   
 
Thank you. 


