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Good morning and thank you for allowing me to present at today’s hearing.

My name is Shalimar Thomas and I’'m the Executive Director for the North Broad
Renaissance — the non-profit supporting revitalization efforts along North Broad Street,
between City Hall and Germantown Avenue. We are proud to be part of the PHL
Neighborhood Growth Project, because we are committed to inclusive growth and are
already implementing some of the changes needed to ensure that every community
along North Broad Street has an opportunity to thrive.

North Broad Street serves as a main thoroughfare for Philadelphia. The corridor — from
City Hall to Germantown Avenue, helps connects more than 100,000 SEPTA riders, 48,000
residents and 15,000 drivers to communities, culture and commerce. While the corridor
is experiencing revitalization that’s rapidly moving north, the average income of nearby
residents continues to hover around $15,000 a year — far below the national poverty rate
of $19,337 in annual income for an adult living with two children. As a result, the North
Broad Renaissance (NBR) realized that it has an obligation to leverage North Broad’s
revitalization as an opportunity to improve the narrative around poverty, inclusion and
collaboration.

Economic Development and the creation of business districts will continue to be a
strategic area of focus for the North Broad Renaissance. These proposed districts along
North Broad are in response to the community’s request to make North Broad Street
more of a job creator for the residents along and around the NBR boundaries. The goals
of each district include:

e Business Attraction and working collaboratively to attract businesses that can
promote sustainable employment opportunities, tourism, and excitement.

e Business Retention and to working with partners and city agencies to ensure
current businesses are updated on the current market, trends and opportunities to
grow their business.
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e Job Creation and providing employment opportunities for our wide range of
stakeholders, work with workforce development agencies to communicate skillset
needs, and do our best to present a qualified workforce to North Broad businesses.

These goals are very much aligned with the Neighborhood Growth Project, which is
focused on creating broader based prosperity by way of inclusive growth and good jobs,
and healthier and safer neighborhoods. The initiative, like the NBR, realizes that strategic
partnerships and impact investments are key for these efforts to be successful. Investing
in amenities like lighting, signage and wayfinding aids, safety cameras, and commercial
district marketing can elevate and re-boot the local commercial “main streets” that
anchor our communities and generate vital jobs.

It recognizes the needs of many minority owned businesses and encourages investments
that prioritize lending and technical assistance to minority-owned businesses looking to
start or expand in corridors that may lack sufficient credit, networks, and/or real-estate
equity.

As we all work collectively to improve the narrative around poverty, innovative
partnerships and investments will be key to ensuring that Philadelphia’s narrative is one
of inclusion and growth for the entire region.

Thank you, again for allowing me to present at today’s hearing.
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