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Good morning.

My name is David Simms, and for almost 25 years,  have been the owner of Eatible
Delights Catering. Thank you for allowing me to speak today to offer my thoughts
about what it takes to run a successful business in Philadelphia.

Eatible Delights is a firm I started building when I worked in restaurants across the city
— from The Olive Garden to La Terrase restaurant. I attended and graduated from OIC
Philadelphia where he received hospitality and culinary training. I've operated food
trucks, restaurants, and a catering business located on Ridge Avenue that currently
provides catering for close to 300 events a year.

I am an entrepreneur as much as I am a chef.

When I first heard about the PHL Neighborhood Growth Project, it was from
Representative Donna Bullock, who hosted a community meeting in Brewerytown. I
was intrigued because I have seen the changes that are happening in neighborhoods in
recent years. Areas that had seen difficult times were, at long last, stirring back to life.
That is a credit to the people who have lived in and worked for the rebirth of their
neighborhoods. It has clearly not been easy, but their work beginning to pay off.

I wanted to hear more about any plan that would bring a focus to what I believe is the
most important issue facing Philadelphia: how to help entrepreneurs like me create jobs
in neighborhoods that serve and employ the people in those neighborhoods.

At the meeting hosted by Rep. Bullock, I heard about the Inclusive Growth Agenda, and
the importance of addressing the reasons jobs aren’t being created in a substantive and
systematic way. Everything from improved education to safer streets, addiction
treatment to tax and regulatory reform.

All are incredibly important — including tax reform.

I want to be clear: the single biggest threat to current businesses, and to anyone looking
to start a business in Philadelphia. Philadelphia tax system is cumbersome and
outdated and drives good jobs out of the city — particularly the BIRT tax, which has a
direct impact on how many people a small business can hire.



My business — and restaurant or catering business -- has high expenses and low
margins, with most of the income we receive going directly to pay for the food and
services we need to provide meals and catering. But we are still taxed on the total
amount brought in — the gross — rather than the net, which makes it harder to invest in
our company.

As you consider how best to increase the number of neighborhood businesses, I hope
you seriously consider accelerated wage and business tax reductions for all city
residents and businesses. If that proves impossible, City Council should identity
targeted credits that can be used to boost startups and ensure our neediest citizens
share in the economic booster fuel of tax reform.

In closing, I want to reiterate that if the city is going to address the poverty that scars
too many communities, there needs to be more job creation — that has to be the highest
priority. Too often, the discussion is focused on creating certain types of jobs, but I will
say that I believe all job growth is good, especially for those people without jobs.
Creating those jobs starts with making it easier for businesses to afford to hire someone.

Thank you for allowing me to speak today.



