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11-26-2019
Honorable Council Members,

My name is Narasimha B. Shenoy and I am the President and CEO of the Asian American
Chamber of Commerce of Greater Philadelphia.

We are a membership nonprofit organization that serves Asian businesses, individual
entrepreneurs and nonprofit organizations for the growth of economy and employment in the
Greater Philadelphia area.

Majority of Asian Business owners are immigrants came to seek better life and to pursue
American dream. Those who are not educated , culturally different and face language barriers
are in business for their survival. It our mission is to help those businesses to survive and grow
to help themselves and create jobs for others. City needs to dedicate resources to educate and
help these businesses to comply with regulations rather than slapping with the fine and shutting
them down.

Focus on entrepreneurship is one of the reasons we are excited to be members of the Philadelphia
Neighborhood Growth Project. We will work together with other partners and business
community to reduce poverty by helping businesses to grow in our neighborhoods.

The first step to increasing job growth and reducing the city’s poverty rate is making it easier for
entrepreneurs and neighborhood businesses to grow and thrive. Starting and running a small
business is hard enough and shouldn’t be made harder by unnecessary red tape or an inflexible
and unhelpful bureaucracy.

That’s why the PHL-NGP called for the adoption a Business Owners' Bill of Rights in order to
“clear the way for entrepreneurs to focus on getting off the ground without getting bogged down
in city processes or running up costly legal bills.” Every business needs fairness, equality, and
transparency to the process of business formation and oversight. This is especially true for
underrepresented communities that are building their foundations in our neighborhoods.

We were cheered when the Kenney Administration announced the launch of a Business Owners'
Bill of Rights, which has been long championed by the Sustainable Business Network of Greater
Philadelphia. These reforms stated in this Bill of Rights are important, they are timely, and
they will fundamentally change the ease with which small and medium sized businesses are able
to grow, add staff and build a stronger neighborhoods.



We are committed to working with the Kenney Administration, both as the Asian American
Chamber of Commerce of Greater Philadelphia and as members of the PHL-NGP to help
implement these critical improvements.

In closing, thank you for focusing on how best to foster inclusive growth in Philadelphia’s
neighborhoods. That’s where are members are located, where they are growing, and where, I
believe, the future of our city lies.

Sincerely

Narasimha B. Shenoy
President & CEO



