City Council’s Committee on Commerce and Economic
Development

PHL Neighborhood Growth Project Inclusive Growth
Hearing

Tuesday, November 26, 2019 at 10:00am
City Hall, Room 400
Written Testimony

Dear City Council’s Committee on Commerce and
Economic Development,

My name is Sharmain Matlock-Turner and | am the
President and CEO of the Urban Affairs Coalition (UAC).
UAC is pleased to support the PHL Neighborhood Growth
Project, Rob Wonderling, and Councilman Curtis Jones,
Jr., as well as the Councilmembers on the Committee on
Commerce and Economic Development and the diverse
group of Chamber leaders throughout Philadelphia on
this Project.

As Co-Chair of City Council’s Special Committee on
Poverty Reduction and Prevention, it is with our



steadfast leadership that we will strive to move the
needle on some of our City’s most pressing poverty
issues.

UAC has been a trusted partner in the Philadelphia
community to advocate for addressing the needs of our
poor and low income citizens. As UAC celebrates 50
years of helping more than 80 area nonprofits increase
their impact and services through a shared services
model called fiscal sponsorship, we are just getting
started!

At UAC, we work on the four policy pillars of the PHL
Neighborhood Growth Project every day. Our program
partners, to name a few, are One Day At A Time
(ODAAT), Youth Outreach Adolescent Community
Awareness Program (YOACAP), Philadelphia Anti-
Drug/Anti-Violence Network (PAAN), Grand Central,
Achieving Reunification Center (ARC), and our Home Buy
Now Program and the Summer Youth Employment
Cabinet. Our partners are working tirelessly to fight
poverty by working with our neighbors, families, and
friends to unite government, business, neighborhoods,
and individual initiative to improve the quality of life in
the region, build wealth in urban communities, and solve
emerging issues.



UAC believes in a multifaceted approach to achieving
self-sufficiency which is why we work with populations
including: youth, college students, the homeless,
returning citizens, and those seeking homeownership
opportunities. UAC has been at the forefront of tackling
some of the most pressing issues facing our City and this
region, and acknowledge that more is needed.

It is no secret that the City of Philadelphia has the highest
poverty rate among the 10 largest cities in the Country.
While we strive to make progress, there are still too
many families faced with burdensome decisions on
whether to feed their families or keep a roof over their
heads.

Only with the collaboration of community partners
representing: government, the private sector, the public
sector, foundations, and each of us as individual citizens,
can we truly move the City forward.

| applaud the Chamber of Commerce and City Council on
their support of this Project and for creating a process by
which the business owners and neighborhood leaders
can provide input and feedback.



UAC looks forward to engaging in a conversation that
focuses on the four key policy pillars: Inclusive Growth
and Good Jobs, Education and Workforce Modernization,
Safe and Healthy Neighborhoods, and Putting People
First at City Hall.

| look forward to working with you all through this
process and thank you for your commitment.



