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Good morning. Thank you for allowing me to address you today as part of this
hearing on how best to foster inclusive growth in our city so that every
neighborhood can share in Philadelphia’s prosperity.

My name is Steven Scott Bradley, and I am the Chairman of the African -
American Chamber of Commerce of PA, NJ, & DE. We are one the largest and
oldest — 26 years in existence — organization dedicated to promoting the vision,
the voice, and the value of black business ownership in the Delaware Valley.
We represent 400 members across the tri-state area, and our membership
includes large, medium, and small companies, firms located in downtown
Philadelphia and neighborhoods.

We are proud to be founding members of the PHL Neighborhood Growth
Project. We joined the PHL Neighborhood Project because many of our
members are exactly the types of neighborhood businesses the city needs to
foster in order to grow stronger.

The PHL Neighborhood Growth Project is, in my opinion, the first attempt
from the business community to broaden the discussion about what it will take
to build a strong economy from a narrow focus on “jobs” to include what
businesses and neighborhoods need to support those jobs. We are a city of
neighborhoods, each with its unique character, and we need policies and
programs that will allow each neighborhood to get the support they need to
thrive.

Others today will focus on the specific pillars of the Inclusive Growth Agenda
that has been developed, but I’d like to focus on one specific part and explain
why it’s important to me both as the leader of the African-American Chamber,
but also as someone who runs my own small business — and that issue is
entrepreneurship.

I think a focus on entrepreneurship is critical because despite all the attention
downtown firms receive, the number of people who work in our city — in any
city — work in small and medium sized firms. Growing the number of small and
medium sized firms is the only way the City of Philadelphia will be able to
build a strong, sustainable economy that extends prosperity into every
neighborhood.
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The PHL Neighborhood Agenda focuses on how to foster and support
entrepreneurs through broad ideas like expanded and improved access to
education and tax and regulatory reform to specific recommendations like the
creation of Neighborhood Revitalization Zones and supporting neighborhood
commercial districts.

New Neighborhood Revitalization Zones would identify high-need
geographic areas that have twice the national unemployment rate, and
encourage investment specifically focused on supporting new, high growth
entrepreneurs. We know, thanks to new federal incentive programs, that there
is new capital investment in some of our poorest neighborhoods. That
commitment should be paired with efforts to create jobs for Philadelphia
residents through Neighborhood Revitalization Zones.

The Inclusive Growth Agenda recognizes that supporting entrepreneurs isn’t
just making money available, it’s ensuring they can grow and thrive in a place
that is safe, clean and attractive for workers and customers. That’s why we
need to support neighborhood commercial districts — the lifeblood of many
communities, especially those where transportation options may be limited.
From a business’ perspective, these commercial corridors are ideal places to
build and grow, because there’s already so much there, but for people to
continue to support them, we need to make them feel welcomed.

In closing, thank you for holding today’s hearing and I look forward to
working with each of you in the future as we partner on how best to build a
strong, more inclusive Philadelphia.



