
 

Big Ideas to transform post-secondary education  

1. Significantly invest in research and development by holding a statewide referendum on an Innovation 

Bond to invest in Pennsylvania’s eds & meds facilities and infrastructure.  

 

2. Improve the connections between high schools, colleges and local companies, and making sure their 

programs align with what companies are looking for, especially with regard to trade skills.  

 

3. Provide grants for STEM and technical training programs in order to build a relationship between STEM 

and the workforce. 

 

4. Expand Pennsylvania College of Technology (PCT) efforts that have helped students achieve nearly 100 

percent employment through the development of the Plastics Innovation & Resource Center (PIRC) 

focused on innovation, research and development, and job training. 

 

5. Provide more startup funds and encourage students to get involved in the startup ecosystem.  

 

6. Provide development and digital credentialing solutions for the evolving workforce.  

 

7. Create tax credit programs that incentivize startup activity.  

 

8. Develop a millennial recruitment strategy for 3rd class cities to market affordability, quality of life issues 

to new graduates.  

 

9. Provide high school students exposure to post-secondary alternatives and provide incentives to pursue 

those alternatives.  

 

10. Increase college affordability programs by advocating for the Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance 

Agency (PHEAA).  

 

11. Reform the prevailing wage in Pennsylvania.  

 

12. Develop a statewide dual enrollment plan to ensure equal access for all students.  

 

13. Support career readiness and understand employers needs by providing real-time job analysis to 

educate parents, students and college and career counselors.  

 

14. Develop a statewide framework that incentivizes the merging of private liberal arts institutions.  

 

15. Develop broad based strategies to encourage and support immigrant and first-generation students to 

succeed in post-secondary education  

 

16. Support a robust infrastructure system to reach the state’s institutions. Support infrastructure 

investment in broadband access.  

 

17. Develop satellite campuses for community colleges on University campuses.  

 

18. Incentivize or activate employees to create student training for careers by sharing best practices, 

incentivizing paid internships and crediting businesses for helping students.  



 

 

19. Encourage career readiness by making the fourth year of college as an off-campus co-op experience.  

 

20. Develop manufacturing apprenticeship programs, where student-employees can “earn and learn,” 

becoming credentialed for a professional career while earning a paycheck.  

21. Develop programs to help individuals navigate the digital divide by developing training programs that 

will have to transition out of manufacturing or other fields that have downsized, or on industries that are 

becoming obsolete. 

 


